Academus Summer School 2020
Greek Political Writing
Lesson goals:
By the end of the session students will:
-	Understand what rhetoric is and for what purpose it was used in Greek political writing.
-	Know who the 10 Attic Orators were and know some details of the lives and careers of Isocrates and Demosthenes. 
-	 Recognise different styles of rhetorical writing and understand their effects. 

Lesson outline (in minutes):
0 - 5: Check in time, greeting, and lesson outline.
· Greet incoming students, an idea for an ice breaker could be to ask the students to post something in the chat, could be classics related (favourite figure from mythology, favourite Greek/Roman God) or just something fun (what songs have they been listening to a lot recently!)
· When all students are present, outline what will be covered in the hour’s session and the loose structure of the session. 
5 – 10: Introduction to Rhetoric.
· To fulfil the first lesson goal and introduce students to the topic. 
· Offer a definition of rhetoric: “the art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing, especially the exploitation of figures of speech and other compositional techniques”
· How rhetoric was viewed in the ancient world. Points to consider include the value of being able to speak well, and its importance since Homeric times. In addition to physical prowess the main heroes of the Iliad demonstrate their abilities to carry a dialogue and engage in skilled conversation. 
· Students can refer to handout provided on ‘What is Rhetoric?’
10– 15: Introduction to Isocrates
· Students can refer to the handout provided, but this short video is also a fair introduction to Isocrates, his life and career.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4KgzME98ug
15 – 20: Quick quiz and consolidation of knowledge! 
· Brief 5 question quiz relating to information covered by the video. 
https://create.kahoot.it/share/c3faea8d-a4c2-411e-93c4-dcd5cc88bfd8
20 – 25: Isocrates and his style
· Isocrates and the sophists – how did Isocrates defend his style against accusations that he was similar to the sophists? Is that an accurate accusation?
25 – 30: Who is Demosthenes?
· Students can refer to the handout provided but this short video is another useful but brief introduction to Demosthenes’ early life and style (can start at 0:17 seconds) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlT5Ez_Hfao
30 – 35: Quick quiz and consolidation of knowledge!
· Brief 5 question quiz relating to information covered by the video. 
https://create.kahoot.it/share/1a167e6d-d371-4fe4-bf4b-d6bd0a927ae5
35 – 40: Demosthenes and his style
· Demosthenes unusual tactics for preparing to embark on his speech writing career: the speaking through stones in his mouth, speaking over the loud crashing of the waves on the beach, running and speaking while out of breath, the continuous practice. What effect did this have on his ability as a speaker? How did his style differ from Isocrates for example and did this make him more effective? 
40 – 50: Isocrates VS Demosthenes: 
· A case study of famed speeches by Isocrates and Demosthenes. The selections from the speeches refer to the same subject (the growing power of Philip II) but present two completely opposite opinions. During this time students can be tasked with reading each speech with the goal of identifying aspects of the speeches that are particularly persuasive.
50 – 55: Discussion: Who is more persuasive?
· Having read the two extracts from a speech by Isocrates and Demosthenes respectively, students can take a final vote on who they think was more persuasive on the topic of Philip II. If possible, students can volunteer reasons why they believe the speech to be more effective, keeping in mind the aspects of ethnos, pathos, and logos. 
https://create.kahoot.it/share/7d776f70-220b-458a-a065-ebfc8e5249c2 
55 - end: Answer any outstanding questions students have and to allow for a few minutes overrun, check out time.




