Academus Education Summer School 2020
 The Beginnings of Classical Literature
Lesson goals:
By the end of the session students will:
· Know who ‘Homer’ was and what was the ‘Epic Cycle’
· Have read passages of the Iliad and the Odyssey and discussed in detail
· Developed an understanding of how to approach a text thematically 

Lesson outline (in minutes):
0 - 5: Check in time and greeting. 
· An idea for an icebreaker: ask students their names plus who is their favourite figure from ancient mythology
5 - 15: Introduction to Homer and the Epic Cycle
· Key information covered: Who is Homer? What was the ancient idea of who Homer was? The myth of the blindness of Homer and the invocation of the muses as assistants to story telling, the role of memory/recollection rather than invention. What do scholars think of Homer? What is the Homeric Question? What does it mean to be a Unitarian or an Analyst? What are the key arguments for both sides? What is ‘oral’ tradition? Transmission of the story - how do we get from ancient performance to a Penguin Classics paperback?
15 – 20: Introduction to the Iliad and key theme for consideration
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cx0tQojZNIU (video 2:27)

· Introducing the theme for consideration: Reconciliation. Is the Iliad a story about the merits of rage or the merits of reconciliation? 
20 – 30: Students to read through the provided passages and consider points for discussion along the theme of rage and reconciliation. 
· For Book 9: Is Achilles’ stubbornness justified? 
· For Book 24: Why do you think Homer chooses to end the Iliad here? 
30 – 35: Bring students together so they can give their thoughts and interpretations of the theme and the questions posed.
35 – 42: Introduction to the Odyssey and key theme for consideration
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBGO0T-JE8A (2:36)

· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYQRIQtnvII (4:41)

42 - 50: Students to read through the provided passages and consider points for discussion along the theme of xenia: What is that Alcinous and Polyphemus do differently for Odysseus? Why is Alcinous ‘good’ xenia and Polyphemus ‘bad’ xenia?
· Passage from Book 7, Odysseus and the court of King Alcinous
· Passages Book 9, Odysseus and Polyphemus
50 – 55: Bring students together so they can give their thoughts and interpretations of the theme. 
55 - end: Answer any outstanding questions students have and to allow for a few minutes overrun, check out time. 
