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Who is Isocrates? [image: ]
Life:
Isocrates (born 463 BCE – died 338 BCE) was of the influential Ten Attic Orators. Through his own speeches and his teaching, Isocrates made many significant contributions to the study of rhetoric. Isocrates’ father was an aulos-maker and, due to the wealth and status of his family, he received a brilliant education, including training under the sophists Prodicus and Gorgias, who had links to the philosopher Socrates. After the end of the Peloponnesian War in 404 BCE, like many other prominent families in Athens’ Isocrates lost his wealth and so it was necessary to earn a living.Plaster cast bust of Isocrates. Pushkin Museum, Russia.

Career:
Isocrates began as a logographer, a speech writer. Due to the nature of Athenian law, citizens would have to present themselves in court and could not hire and lawyer. They could, however, hire a logographer to write a law court speech on their behalf. It is said that Isocrates was not a talented public speaker himself, but through his words he showed great talent for persuasion. Although Isocrates had no direct role as a politician during his lifetime, many of his speeches demonstrate his awareness of current events and provide insight into the politics of the fourth century BCE. In addition to court speeches, Isocrates also set up a school specifically to teach the art of rhetoric. Although good oratory skills had long been encouraged amongst the male citizen population, it had not been formally taught until a generation earlier. Isocrates was one of the first to set up a school dedicated to rhetoric and his fees were known to be very high and his classes were highly selective. Between his school and his speech writing, Isocrates was said to have amassed a small fortune during his lifetime. 
Work:
By the Roman era, around sixty pieces of writing were attributed to Isocrates, twenty-one of which survive today. Six of these are law court speeches, and other renown works include Against the Sophists, in which Isocrates outlines his principles and his rivalry with sophistry, a related school of thought, and Panegyric, in which Isocrates made his support for the idea of the unification of Greeks under Sparta and Athens known. This particular movement, known as ‘Panhellenism’, became a reoccurring theme in Isocrates’ later works. In one of his most politically contentious works, Phillipus, Isocrates demonstrates his support for the Macedonian King Philip II, who had steadily been gaining power and subduing areas of Greece under his command. In it, he urges Philip to unite the Greeks in a Panhellenic crusade against the neighbouring Persian Empire and attempts to convince the Greek people that Philip is not a threat, but instead a means to gain even more glory for the good of the combined Greek people. Isocrates style is noted as being very elaborate and paying more attention to the means of expression than Greek writers prior. Although written in prose, not poetry, Isocrates’ work still managed to be rhythmic and pleasing for the audience to listen to. 
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Life: 
Demosthenes (born 384BCE – died 322BCE) was a Greek statesman and another of the Ten Attic Orators. Demosthenes has an influential legacy and after his time was considered ‘the last great Athenian’. Demosthenes was orphaned at age 7 but stood to inherit a small fortune as his father had been a wealthy sword maker. However, Demosthenes’ guardians had gambled away his money and so when Demosthenes reached the age of 18 he was left with nothing. In order to prosecute his guardians, Demosthenes needed to bring the case to the Athenian law courts and according to their traditions he would need to represent himself. Demosthenes was said to be of ‘delicate physique’ and so did not receive a physical education. To prepare for his court case, Demosthenes spent years practicing the art of rhetoric with a number of unusual tactics as the young Demosthenes had a prominent stutter to overcome. Eventually, Demosthenes’ won his legal case but only managed to recover some of the money. Marble bust of Demosthenes at the Louvre Museum, Paris. 


Career:
As a result of his personal success in the law courts, Demosthenes began a career as a logographer, or professional speech writer. He had a very successful career and was able to present many wealthy and powerful clients. Although Demosthenes continued to write speeches throughout his lifetime, he stopped representing legal clients when he began his political career. The transition from legal advocacy to politics was an easy one as Athenian politicians were often taken to court by their rivals and so the lines were often blurred between personal and political cases. In his early political career Demosthenes was appointed as a trierach, where he was responsible with maintaining a trireme, an ancient ship, on behalf of the city, in 363BCE and again in 359BCE. Later in 347BCE he was appointed as a choregos, where he had the responsibility of paying for theatre productions. He delivered his first political speech in 354BCE which proposed funding reforms for the Athenian navy. Much of his later career was characterised by his staunch opposition to the growing power wielded by Philip II of Macedon who had steadily been subduing areas of Greece under his control. 
Works:
Demosthenes’ most praised works of oratory occurred as a result of his opposition to Philip II. Athens had been in opposition to Philip II since 357 and Demosthenes’ speeches characterise Philip as the worst enemy of Athens. Between 351BCE and 341BCE Demosthenes delivered three speeches called the Philippics which denounced Philip and urged Athens to stand against him. His Third Philippic is considered the best of all his political orations, in which he urged that it would be ‘better to die a thousand times than pay court to Philip.’ Even after Philip’s death and the rise of his son, Alexander the Great, Demosthenes continued to loudly oppose Macedon and attempt to incite others to also through his speeches until his eventual exile and death in 322BCE.
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