

Reading Latin: 
Stories About Perseus 




1. THE ARK

poeta fabulam de Perseo narravit. Perseus fīlius erat Iōvis, rex deōrum. avus Persei erat Acrisius. Acrisius volēbat Perseum necāre. nam propter oraculum puerum timēbat. comprehendit igitur Perseum īnfantem, et cum mātre in arcā ligneā inclūsit. tum arcam in mare coniēcit. Danaē, Perseī māter, terrebat; enim magna tempestās mare turbābat. Perseus autem in sinū mātris dormiēbat.




poeta - poet 
fabulam - story 
de - about 
narravit - narrated 
avus - grandfather 
volebat - wished  
nam - for 
propter - on account of 
oraculum - a prophesy 
comprehendit - took  
infantem - infant 
in + abl = in (note: not into, which takes the accusative!) 

arca - box
lignea - wooden 
inclusit - enclosed 
mare - sea 
coniecit - threw 
tempestas - storm (here nominative) 
enim - for 
turbabat - stirred 
autem - however 
sinu - lap 
dormiebat - asleep






2. JUPITER SAVES HIS SON 

Iuppiter tamen haec omnia vīdit, et fīlium servāre cōnstituit. mare tranquillum igitur fēcit, et arcam ad īnsulam Serīphum perdūxit. Polydectes erat rex insulae. postquam arca ad lītus venit, Danaē in harena dormiebat. piscator matrum et filium repperit, et adduxit ad domum regis. rex bonus matrem et puerum benignē excepit. sedem tutam eis in insula dedit. Danaë felix dōnum accēpit, et rēgī grātiās ēgit.



tamen - however 
haec omnia - all these things 
servare - to save 
constituit - decided 
Mare - sea 
tranquillum - tranquil 
Igiter - therefore 
Fecit - made 
perduxit - led 
Postquam - after 
venit - arrived 
harena - sand 

dormiebat - sleep 
piscator - fisherman 
repperit - found 
adduxit - lead to 
domum - house 
benignē - happily 
excepit - accepted 
sedem - residence  
tutam - safe  
eis - to them 
accepit - accepted 
grātiās ēgit - gave thanks

















A Note on the Texts
These stories are abridged and edited versions of those found in ‘Ritchie’s Fabulae Facilies’, edited by Geoffrey Steadman. A PDF of this book, released by the author, is freely available online under a creative commons license at https://geoffreysteadman.com. 


